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Continuation Sheet (PTO-326) 


Application No. 09/055,156 


Continuation of Disposition of Claims: Claims withdrawn from consideration are 1 ,2, 3, 20-24,43, 46-48,54-56,63,64, 67, 72, 
75, 79, 82, 84-101 ,1 12-1 15,1 18,129-132,135 and 140-143. 


Continuation of Disposition of Claims: Claims subject to restriction and/or election requirement are 4-19,25-42, 44-45,49- 
62,65,66,68-71,73,74,76-78,80,81,83,102-111,116,117,119-128,133,134,136-139 and 144-149. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 12-18-02 have been fully- 
considered but they are not persuasive. However, in light of the 
response, the finality of the previous office action have been 
withdrawn . 


Election/Restriction 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

l. Claims 16-19, 49-50, 51-53, 57-62, 83, drawn to queuing arrangement, classified 
in class 370, subclass 412. 

II. Claims 25-30, 31-38, 39-41, 42, 44-45, drawn to synchronizing, classified in 
class 370, subclass 503. 

m. . Claims 4-15, 102-105, 106-111, 116-117, 119-123, 124-128, 133-134, drawn to 

particular storing and queuing arrangement, classified in class 370, subclass 429. 
IV.. Claims 65-66, 68-70, 71, 73-74, 76-77, 78, 80-81, 136-139, 144-145, 146-149, 
drawn to flow control of data transmission through a network, classified in 


class 370, subclass 235. 
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3. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I, n, m, and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because invention I for determining the data storage structure for storing old and new 
data stream, invention 13 for modifying timing references of the data stream, invention m for 
avoiding buffer overflow by delaying a portion of the data stream, and invention IV for aligning 
old data stream with new data stream using a time stamp have utility by itself. The 
subcombinations has separate utility such as invention I may be used to provide more reliable 
data transmission by preventing loss of data; invention II may be used to provide better 
synchronization for transmission of multiple data streams through a network; invention HI may 
be used to prevent congestion in data transmission; and invention IV may be used to provide 
better scheduling of data transmission in a network. . 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group I is not required for Groups n, HI, or IV restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

5. A telephone call was made to attorney Ross L. Franks on May 12, 2003 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made 
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Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Shick Horn whose telephone number is (703) 305-4742. 



DANG TON 

^RSillARY EXAMINER 



